CONTINENTAL EMPIRE AND  ITS NEMESIS
her first flamboyant awakening to the Renaissance.
Whereas in England there is a continuous and prolific
development from Early English to late Perpendicular ;
the fourteenth century in particular being one of sheer
creative luxuriance in almost every mode of expression,
from building to writing.
If ever there was a time in which we may say that it
was merry in England, we should fix it in this century,
and particularly in its first half. In men's thoughts and
songs it would seem to have been one perpetual maying,
in a time when May had not ceased to be springlike. The
greenwood, on which men*s imaginations loved to dwell,
was alive with the song of cuckoos, and the home of that
most representative of all English figures, the jolly outlaw,,
Robin Hood, sportsman and individualist, the terror of
constituted authority, but the friend of the under-dog
and the protector of women, and just the sort of lover to
make every English girl wish to be in the shoes of Maid
Marian,
The most important birth of that whole century, in
England,, is beyond doubt that of the English language.
No more fortunate event had ever happened than the
eclipse of the various native dialects by the Norman-
French of the upper class after the Conquest. This fashion
had gone on long after that class had become naturalized,
and in driving the native tongue below the genteel surface
had a strange and providential effect in that extreme
simplicity of the purposes for which a standard English
had been required, by the uneducated men who alone
had condescended to use it, had produced an answering
simplicity in the language itself. As in pidgin-English,
most of their inflections were shaved rudely off the words,
and the most rustic of all dialects, the Midland, was
pressed into general service. Simple auxiliaries were good
enough for the practical purposes of a tongue that no
longer aspired to be literary. And thus, without anyone
suspecting it, was evolved what was to prove an unsur-
passed vehicle of literary expression, by reason of the
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